Small-magnitude seismic episodes unre lated to a volcanic eruption have been a rel atively frequent feature in all the Canaries without causing any significant public alarm. Conversely, great alarm was raised in May 2004 in Tenerife, when apparently numer ous low-magnitude seismic signals were recorded, although only a few of them were actually felt in nearby villages.
Public alarm was raised by (1) the publi cation on a Web site of imperceptible seis mic signals as low as 0.6 on the Richter scale, most of which were not even ade quately localized and yet were reproduced almost daily in the local and national press without further comment or explanation; (2) a Spanish national scientific committee being replaced by a local committee that was scientifically advised by a private com pany; and (3) 
